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Mayoral Report– Mayor Buck Hakes
Believe it or not summer is finally on the way. Snow
removal has been a challenge for the city crew but
with each storm they have gotten more proficient at
removing the snow and keeping the streets passable.
The street sweeper has started to make an
appearance. Please help by sweeping your sidewalks
into the street and moving vehicles out of the way
when you can.
Everyone is invited to meet with the Mayor on April
27th at 10:00 am at the Fortune Club. This is an
opportunity for everyone to come by and discuss
whatever is on your minds. Members of the Sheriff’s
Department as well as city officials will be on hand to
address yours questions.
Several events are on the summer schedule which
is available on the city web page under the Victor
Events tab, and also posted around town in local
businesses. Gold Rush Days planning is going well
headed up by Becky who along with several great
volunteers are working on having the best event ever.
In March Deb, Becky and I went before the Mineral
Impact committee to request funds for development
of the plaza. The response from the committee was
very positive and the plaza project was fully funded!!!
This money, along with a generous $200,000
donation from the CC&V Gold Mine and $75,000 of
City funds will be used for the paving, public
restrooms/concessions and a stage with construction
beginning soon after Gold Rush Days. The plaza is the
last piece of the puzzle for our downtown public
infrastructure. It will be a gathering point for events
and will also be a functional parking facility to invite
tourists to stop, park and spend the day.
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The City of Victor works with several local groups to
maintain our great assets. In exchange for volunteer
hours by the groups who maintain Brian’s Park Ice
Rink, the Gold Bowl, Bison Reservoir and the Ag and
Mining Museum, the City allows use of publiclyowned facilities. By trading volunteer time in lieu of
money, the City saves staff time and dollars in the
cost of maintenance, which benefits Victor
taxpayers. The City believes the Penguins Hockey
Club, Gold Camp Fishing Club, Gold Camp Ag &
Mining Museum and the Rocky Mountain Soccer
Camp are incredible assets to Victor and see these
entities as major social and economic contributors to
the community. Thanks for all you do for our citizens!
As always I invite anyone with questions and concerns to contact me.
-Mayor Buck Hakes

Victor Updates
Natural Gas to South 3rd Street
Colorado Natural Gas Company has approved the project to extend service south of Spicer
on 3rd Street. CNG representative, Howard Wirtz, needs 13 permanent residents or rental
properties to sign up ASAP. New contracts are necessary. Please contact your neighbors
and call Howard at 1-800-720-8193, ext. 304 if you are interested in connecting.
Call Deb with questions at 719-689-5641.

Victor Clean Up Days
The 2016 Clean Up Days are scheduled for June 4th and September
17th. Dumpsters start arriving around 7:30 am. No household trash, tires,
batteries or paint. City of Victor residents ONLY.
PLEASE help make Victor a beautiful place to live!!!

Gold Camp Fishing Club Annual Kid’s Fishing Contest
Mark your calendars, Saturday June 18, 2016 for annual Kid’s Day at
Bison Reservoir. Prizes galore and great fun for the kiddos!

Enterprise Zone Contribution Project
Let’s Go
Fishin’

The City of Victor Downtown Revitalization has been designated as
an Enterprise Zone Project. Please consider making a contribution to
the Victor Downtown Revitalization Project on or before December
31st, 2016. More information is located on the City of Victor
Website at www.cityofvictor.com

City of Victor Codification Project Culminating Soon!
Codification is the process of consolidating a City’s general and permanent legislation, then organizing
it into a code of ordinances. The legislation is organized by topic (animals, business, etc.) or by
department/title (Administration and Personnel, Revenue and Finance, etc.).
City Council and staff have been working extremely hard over a two year period to
review every ordinance for accuracy, legality and consistency. Several changes
have been recommended, including updates to the Zoning Code by a group of
citizens and city representatives.
The entire Code will be available for public review prior to the public hearing which
will be scheduled sometime in the next several months. More information will be
posted and put out on the City Blog when the document is ready for review.
We look forward to your feedback!

Please keep Victor Clean!
Unfortunately, the City has already issued the first ticket of 2016 for violation of
Ordinance #437 which prohibits the accumulation of garbage and animal waste!
Specifically, you may not accumulate garbage or animal waste on your private
property that is noxious, offensive in odor, offensive to sight, unsanitary and constitutes a public health
hazard. Neighbors may contact Claire at City Hall (689-2284) to submit a complaint or call the Teller
County Sheriff’s Office.
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Springtime News from your Council representative,
Michael Wallace: 689-2784
A few of your friends and neighbors have been volunteering their time to review the City’s
Zoning Ordinances and consider some changes.
What is zoning? Zoning is a written guideline with the purpose of:




protecting property values
recommending use of one’s property to preserve historical features
allowing use comparable with the neighborhood

The challenge is to balance these regulations with property owner’s desire to use their
property, business and residential, without restrictions. I want to erect a tee-pee in my front
yard. I want to start an auto repair business at my home. If my neighbors believe that use
affects the value of their property, what recourse do they have? Zoning regulations are an
attempt to establish guidelines. As the committee meets and as your Council considers these
issues there will be opportunity for input from all.
What else is news you may not know? The City has purchased a steam generating device
that can thaw frozen sewer lines. In addition, there is now a backup electric generator at the
sewer plant. Rodney has spent the winter performing maintenance on the City equipment in
preparation for a busy summer season of work on the streets and utility lines. The Crew is working on providing sewer and water service to the Lowell Thomas Museum. The next step for the
Museum is installation of a restroom and a heating system.
I have heard complaints about the Victor Avenue street project. These comments range
from the opinion that we do not need sidewalks or curbs and gutters or drainage improvements
to complaints about how the parking lines were painted. Each part and piece of the project was
reviewed and discussed by Council and several interested citizens prior to the start of construction. The majority voices defined the result. If we were building a city on a level plane without
existing buildings, adjoining streets, existing utilities, etc., it could be a nearly perfect project. A
seemingly small thing that has caused some criticism is the parallel parking in front of City Hall.
The reasoning for that decision is that we have a very handsome and historic City Hall building
that is often photographed by visitors. Do we want to add a parking lot in front of the building?
Angle parking would allow more cars to park in front creating a distraction from the unique
building. If this is the loudest criticism (and it may not be) I believe Victor will continue to be
used as a positive example by small communities throughout the state as well as by Denver
officials who aware of what has happened in Victor in the past ten years.

4

The Victor Volunteer Fire Department would like to recognize Cole
Hammond as Fire Fighter of the Quarter!!!
Cole has been instrumental in assisting the Department with professional development opportunities including CPR/First Aid and Surface Water Rescue Training. Thanks Cole for supporting your fellow team
members and helping the City of Victor provide a high level of service to its citizens.

(Photo Left to Right: Cole Hammond, Chivas Groves, Patrick Evans, Chase Campbell, Aaron Atkins)
We would also like to recognize Chase Campbell and Aaron Atkins for their efforts towards EMT
Certification and wish them good luck on their upcoming exams. Additionally, Mickey Groves,
Patrick Evans, and Chivas Groves have been pursuing certification for Hazmat and Firefighter 1.

Want to help your community and gain some professional skills?
The Victor Volunteer Fire Department is recruiting volunteers to serve the community as firefighters and
auxiliary members. To join, please see the requirements and application on the city website at
www.cityofvictor.com or contact Chivas Groves at 719-640-7367 or victorfire@cityofvictor.com
All citizens are encouraged to become involved by attending meetings and volunteering. Meetings are
held at the Victor Volunteer Fire Department at 501 Victor Avenue on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month at 6:00pm. Hope to see you there!
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Public Works Pipeline
Greetings citizens,
While Spring may be here (officially), it looks like we
will be blessed with some more snow before it begins to
feel like it is really here. As those of us who have lived here any amount of time
know, this is when we hope to get the wet, heavy storms that fill the reservoirs and
try our collective sense of humor. That brings me to remind everyone that the ‘no
parking in snow removal zones’ applies until May 31st. I have noticed a big
improvement in compliance since last year; however, there are a few of you out
there who keep courting a ticket and tow, courtesy of the City. It gives me no
pleasure to have to bring in the law and/or the tow truck, but it likewise gives me no
pleasure to have my crew and myself out cleaning up that mess after everyplace
else is done. That costs the City, (therefore you, the citizen) even more money. So
please move your cars and help us spend those tax dollars more efficiently!! Since I
covered the subject of moving your cars to the other side of Victor Avenue and Third
Street after we do get those zones cleaned up, I won’t go into that again for this
newsletter. (Oh wait, I just did!) Anyway, do us and yourselves a big favor and help
us clean up the other side too. ‘Nuf said.
Since the weather has warmed a bit, the number of water/sewer thaws is way
down. However, I am still running a drip at my place, and would recommend that
those of you who have also been dripping continue to do so, at least for a while. But
take heart. Soon we will be putting away the snow shovels in favor of the fishing
poles and the aspens will be making their magical music in the breeze. Easter is
passed and the bluebirds & robins are starting to arrive. Summer will be here
before you know it and Public Works will be annoying you
with excavation and grading rather than plowing and
thawing. In the meantime, we wish a happy Spring to all.
Dan Delaney
Supt. of Public Works
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Verified By Buck
“Why are the parking spaces so narrow on Victor Avenue? “
We agree with that! Unfortunately, we didn’t have time to babysit the paint striping crew last Summer! We DID catch them before they painted a parking line in the alley, though! You can be assured
that company will not be back in Victor when we repaint in the future. Appreciate your patience with
this.
“Why is the parking in front of City Hall parallel? “
The parking was designed to provide necessary handicapped access to the building. This was the only
option for safe pedestrian travel (and it makes it easier to photograph the building).
“The City’s shop and equipment storage is an eyesore in our downtown!”
Again, we agree the location is not prime for a public works garage and storage yard. Over the past several years, the City has been working on acquiring suitable property for this type of storage. We have
been unsuccessful so far, but will continue our efforts. The cost of moving the shop could be excessive,
but there are ways to clean up the site that might make the property more attractive.
“The City should not have year-round public restrooms in the plaza!”
This is the City’s response to a direct request by downtown merchants who are struggling to maintain
public restrooms for non-customers year round.
Don’t get caught up in the rumor mill. As always, your Mayor, City Councilors, City Administrator and
City Clerk are available to answer your questions. Stay informed on current events at
www.cityofvictor.blogspot.com.
Mayor Hakes

Gold Rush Days Committee Seeks Volunteers
The Gold Rush Days Planning Committee seeks volunteers to
assist with various planning and event implementation projects
including set-up/tear-down of the event, parade coordination
and implementation and organization of sub events. The
Committee meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 2:00pm
at Victor City Hall. For more information, please contact Becky
Parham at 719-494-9789 or bparham@cityofvictor.com
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Enterprise Zone Tax Credits For Businesses
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Have you noticed that the mural has been repainted? Thank you Noel Wallace!!!

Building a float for Gold Rush Days is a great way to promote your
business or organization…..

If you would like to have future City of Victor Newsletters emailed or snail mailed directly to you,
please contact
Becky Parham at bparham@cityofvictor.com or 719-494-9789

Help Keep Victor
Green!
Paperless version of the
City of Victor Newsletter
is available on our
website at
www.cityofvictor.com

Q. How do I get up-to-date information on
what’s going on in town?
A. Subscribe to the City Blog. By subscribing,
you will receive email notifications
alerting you when something new has
been posted.
http://cityofvictor.blogspot.com/
(by subscribing, your email address will never be
shared with anyone)

