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Saving the Miners Union Hall
In 2008, Barbara McMillan bought the Miners Union Hall
as a side project. Needing parking spaces for another building,
McMillan bought the old, decrepit Union Hall for the full package
thinking she would get rid of it later. Due to the condition of the
Union Hall, falling bricks and poor maintenance, neighbors started
complaining that they could not get insurance on their own buildings. Unfortunately, McMillan was unable to get insurance at that
time for the very same reasons. “I started thinking, my gosh, what
if she sues me if somebody gets hurt?” recalled McMillan. So she set
out to make repairs to the building. McMillan searched for grants,
asked for assistance from the state historic architect, sought bids
for repair, and even tried to give the building away. Everywhere she
turned, she was met with dead ends. In the meantime, a family of
raccoons took the opportunity to decide the empty building was the
perfect place for a new home. The raccoons made the Union Hall
their own, filling it with all sorts of trash and waste. “It stunk so
bad… the first job was to get rid of the raccoons,” McMillan surmised. After some hard work cleaning out the building, she found a
local to stabilize the structure. Before long, the Union Hall was in
decent shape so McMillan called the insurance company once
again, but they told her she would need a business in the building in
order to insure it. McMillan sold a couple more houses in order to
put in a bathroom, wiring, heating, flooring, repaint, and…
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Clean up of the Miners Union Hall

(cont.)
turn the space into an antique
shop with the help of many
people from the Victor community. The antique shop was
open one weekend and Saturday of the next weekend when
lightning struck and burned
the building for seven hours.
Having invested over
$300,000 in the Miners Union
Hall and an antique shop, Barbara McMillan was devastated.
A fire had consumed years of
effort and restoration. McMillan interviewed numerous
engineers about the status of
the building. All but one said
to let the building fall. All but
one said it was not worth saving. McMillan listened to the
one who said that the building
is strong. They saw that the
building is still good, so she
hired a demolition company
and worked with them to gut
the building of the burnt material. The plan is to re-brick

the building and put a cap on
top so that there will be four
walls and a safe, solid structure. Using the rest of the
money she has left, McMillan
hopes to have a roof put on
and to replace all of the broken glass. Through an online
funding website known as
Crowdrise, people from all
over have donated to support
the Union Hall and reached
just over $13,000. “Every time
somebody donated, I just cried
and cried. And I want to thank
those people so much because
they gave me faith that we can
save this building,” divulged a
teary-eyed McMillan.

Cleaning out debris and waste from
the top floor of the Miners Union Hall

From a labor of parking
lots to a labor of love, Barbara
McMillan has had an arduous six
years with the Miners Union
Hall. All of the hard work that
has been put into the structure
has come at a large price and
McMillan knows she won’t be
able to hold on to it forever.
“Hopefully somebody really
wealthy will come and buy it,”
she imagines, adding, “it’s just
such a great, big space that
could be for dances, weddings, a
convention hall, or even art studios.” However, McMillan is currently focused on the repair of
the Union Hall and running her
antique shop just up the street.
While she is especially thankful
to Judy Atkins, Linda Bornowski
for their help with her shop,
McMillan thanks the City of Victor as well as the local Fire and
Police crews for their support in
saving the four walls.

Upcoming Events
Valentine’s Party!

Pet Vaccination Clinic

Join D.R.E.A.M. on Friday
February 13 from 6pm-8pm
at Brian’s Park/Ice Rink for
chocolate, skating, music,
and of course romance!

Show your pets you love them
with a Victor pet license and
rabies vaccination on Saturday,
February 14 from 9am-noon in
the Victor Fire Station!

Victor Steampunk Resurgence
Feel the electricity in the
air as Steampunk takes
hold of Victor once again
April 24th-26th!
If you are interested in being a part
of the event, contact Becky Parham at bparham@victorco.us

Design Committee Update
The Design Committee, organized to maintain and enhance the physical assets
of Victor with Mike Wallace at the head, has been painting façades and placing photo
opportunity cut-outs throughout the city. Window displays line Victor Avenue and
showcase the strong personality of the city and the people of Victor. While no façades
were painted this summer there is no denying that Victor has steadily improved visually with the support of the Design Committee for the stabilization of both the Bascom Building and the Miners Union Hall.
Now that the Bascom Building has been stabilized, a plan has been set into
motion for a mural on the side. Joe Harris, local artist and Design Committee member, produced an original work for this project that he has since started painting. This
mural serves not only to brighten up a large area of gray masonry with beautiful artwork, but also to promote Gold Rush Days. Other upcoming projects that are spearheaded by Joe Harris include a mural on the retaining wall on 4th Street behind J-E-T
Service and a new photo opportunity cut-out. The vision for the new mural incorporates a timeline depicting the methods used for ore transportation. The new cut-out
idea is of a “panhead” and his old lady on the back of a motorcycle.
Another idea that is currently in the works for the Design Committee is for
street corner instruments for community interaction. The instruments would only be
temporary and typically for special events, but they would be really great for families
and community members alike to collaborate and interact in a fun and unusual way.
If this idea interests you as a musician, an artist, or simply someone who is
looking for a fun way to contribute to the community or for more information about
the Design Committee, please e-mail committee chairperson Mike Wallace at
mwallace@victorco.us

Bascom Building before mural and façade
improvements.

Promotion Committee Update
The Promotion Committee, organized to
publicize the happenings of Victor with
Marjie Stevens at the head, has had a couple of terrific seasons in the summer and
fall. At several local area events the Promotion crew has set up information tables
and distributed business directories and
events schedules to advocate awareness of
positive development in Victor. At the
Manitou Springs Emma Crawford Coffin
Races and the Cripple Creek Christmas
Parade, a couple of the most recent events
attended, the Promotion Committee dis- to everyone who contributed photographs
tributed over 1000 directories and sched- for this project.
ules for 2015.
If you’re interested in what is going
Plans are being made to host a visit on in Victor, the community calendar loby the volunteers that staff the Colorado cated at the Claim Jumper is a great way
Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau for to promote happenings. Check it out ofthe upcoming spring. The volunteers will ten to see what's coming up in Victor and
be given a tour of Victor and the area to please feel free to add your events or spebetter familiarize them with all the great cial day to the calendar. The backside also
things that Victor has to offer. The bureau has plenty of room to hang brochures, flydirector commented that they do get a lot ers, and business cards.
of inquiries about Victor and they are exFor more information on the Procited to assist us in getting information to motions Committee, please e-mail compeople visiting the area.
mittee chairperson Marjie Stevens at
The promotions committee is final- marjies@aol.com
izing the designs that feature Victor landmarks for a Victor Postcard Series. The
postcards will be available to any business
interested in reselling them. There will be
10 different postcards and each packet will
include 25 of each design for a total of 250
postcards for $25. We will let you know as
soon as they are available. Special thanks

Victor representation at the 2014 Manitou Springs Emma
Crawford Coffin Races!

Economic Restructuring Committee Update
The Economic Restructuring Committee, organized to strengthen, expand, and
diversify Victor’s economic base with Sue Kochevar at the head, has been busy gathering all kinds of exciting data during the summer and fall. This data spans information
on visitor demographics, visitor surveys, business surveys, and other important observations for the restructuring and rebuilding of Victor’s economic base. Currently, the
Economic Restructuring Committee is working with the compiled data to extract any
and all useful information.

Anyone who has been to the Visitor’s Center recently will have certainly noticed the map of the United States speckled with all sorts of colorful pins. Visitors are
encouraged to place a pin in their respective hometowns or place of origin. The map
has provided much appreciated insight into Victor’s visitor demographics. However,
the Economic Restructuring Committee is considering implementing a world map for
our global visitors since there have been enough of such visitors to prompt the issue.
The business surveys and visitor surveys have been equally informative to our
understanding of current business practices in Victor. Sue Kochevar and Tarla Perdew
have been hard at work making useful connections by sifting through the collected
data. These connections bridge our understanding of the efficiency of out-of-town
marketing, how local events affect local business, and the seasonal success of varying
business models.
If you are interested in this data or you would like to get involved with the Economic Restructuring Committee, please e-mail committee chairperson Sue Kochevar
at suebellek@comcast.net

